History of human parasitic diseases.
Humans are afflicted by a number of diseases caused by parasitic protozoa and helminth worms. The first records of these ancient associations come from studies on archeologic material and the writings of the Greek, Egyptian, and Roman empires but it was not until the theory of spontaneous generation had been disproved in the nineteenth century that it became possible to incriminate parasites in the etiologies of a number of diseases that had hitherto been enigmatic. The golden age of parasitology was the nineteenth century when most of the life cycles of parasites were accurately described for the first time. The history of parasitology is not yet complete and new diseases are still being discovered.